n perioada 5-7 martie 2026, Facultatea de Drept a Universititii din Bucuresti a avut onoarea
de a gazdui Rundele Europene ale Jessup International Moot Court Competition, cea mai
ampla si mai prestigioasa competitie internationala de procese simulate in materia dreptului
international public.
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Organizata anual, competitia Jessup reuneste sute de echipe din intreaga lume si reprezinta, de
mai multe decenii, un reper al excelentei academice si profesionale in formarea viitorilor juristi.
Formatul competitiei simuleaza un litigiu intre state in fata unei instante internationale, oferind
participantilor oportunitatea de a redacta memorii si de a sustine pledoarii orale in conditii
apropiate de exigentele practicii juridice reale.
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Anul acesta, in cadrul Rundelor Europene, au participat echipele reprezentante ale:
e Universitat Wien, Austria,
e University of Fribourg, Elvetia,
e Geneva Graduate Institute (IHEID), Elvetia,
e University of Helsinki, Finlanda,
e University of Lapland, Finlanda,
e University of Prishtina, Kosovo,
e Kuwait International Law School, Kuwait,
e |ustinianus Primus Faculty of Law, Macedonia de Nord,
e Vilnius Univerity, Lithuania,
e Faculdade de Direito Universidade de Lisboa, Portugalia,
e Universitatea Babes-Bolyai, Romania,
e Universitatea din Bucuresti, Romania,
e University of Trnava, Slovacia,
e University of Ljubljana, Slovenia.



in cadrul rundelor regionale, s-au desfisurat si trei runde nationale, respectiv Rundele
Nationale ale Romaniei, Elvetiei si Finlandei, ale caror rezultate au determinat ce echipa va
reprezenta aceste jurisdictii la rundele internationale desfasurate la Washington D.C., Statele
Unite ale Americii. Echipele castigatoare ale rundelor nationale au fost echipa Facultatii de
Drept a Universitatii din Bucuresti, echipa Geneva Graduate Institute (IHEID) si echipa
University of Helsinki, care urmeaza sa isi reprezinte jurisdictiile respective la urmatoarea etapa
a concursului.

Evenimentul a fost conceput si desfasurat ca o experienta completa, la standardele pe care le
presupune comunitatea Jessup, Tmbinand rigoarea competitionala cu ospitalitatea si coerenta
unui cadru institutional demn de amploarea rundelor europene. Pentru buna desfasurare a
activitatilor, atat judecatorii, cat si participantii au beneficiat de spatii dedicate: o camera a
judecatorilor, in sala Constantin Stoicescu, destinata deliberarilor si momentelor de repaus
dintre runde, respectiv un common room al participantilor, in Sala de Consiliu, gandit ca zona
de interactiune si pregatire.
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Rundele preliminare s-au desfasurat in cinci sali de seminar, semifinalele au avut loc in
Amfiteatrele | si lll, iar punctul culminant al competitiei, runda finala, s-a desfasurat in Aula
Magna, spatiul emblematic al Facultatii de Drept, conferind momentului solemnitatea si
prestigiul cuvenite.

Echipele care au ajuns in semifinale au fost reprezentantele Universitit Wien, Austria,
Faculdade de Direito Universidade de Lisboa, Portugalia, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia si
University of Trnava, Slovacia. Finalele s-au desfasurat intre reprezentatii Austriei si ai
Portugaliei, echipa Austriei fiind castigatoarea rundelor finale. De asemenea, titlul de cel mai
bun pledant a fost optinut de Rok Sari¢, reprezentand University of Ljubljana, Slovenia.



De asemenea, in contextul international curent, una dintre echipele care urma sa participe fizic,
echipa care a reprezentat statul Kuwait, nu a mai putut ajunge la Bucuresti. Desi aceasta
situatie a fost comunicata cu numai doua zile inainte de debutul competitiei, organizatorii au
reusit sa adapteze, intr-un interval extrem de scurt, logistica si fluxurile de desfasurare, astfel
incat rundele sa poata avea loc in format hibrid, fara a afecta standardele de evaluare si ritmul
competitional. Au fost stabilite rapid solutii tehnice si procedurale pentru conexiuni stabile,
coordonare intre sali si respectarea programului, iar echipa a putut pleda de la distanta, in
conditii comparabile cu cele ale rundelor desfasurate in format fizic.

Pe intreaga duratd a celor trei zile, componenta de ospitalitate a fost asigurata constant:
judecatorii au avut la dispozitie trei mese, iar participantii au beneficiat, la randul lor, de mese
pe parcursul intregului eveniment, astfel incat ritmul intens al competitiei sa fie sustinut de un
minim de confort logistic.

Dincolo de dimensiunea strict competitionald, Rundele au inclus si momente dedicate
comunitatii si dialogului profesional. Prin amabilitatea unuia dintre sponsorii evenimentului,
Stoica & Asociatii, in data de 6 martie a fost organizata o receptie care a reunit participantii si
judecatorii intr-un cadru informal, in jurul vinurilor Avincis, oferind un prilej real de socializare
si networking intre tineri juristi si profesionisti ai dreptului. Evenimentul s-a incheiat cu o
receptie finala organizata la Hanul lui Manuc, intr-un spatiu cu rezonanta istorica pentru
Bucuresti, marcand intr-o nota festiva finalul unei competitii intense si memorabile.



Identitatea evenimentului a fost atent construita si prin elemente de atmosfera si simbolistica:
fiecare sala a fost personalizata prin citate alese, care au insotit discret participantii de-a lungul
rundelor.

/I room1-0.13

“follow me, the wise man said, but he
Wwalked behind”
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in acelasi spirit, fiecare participant a primit o map3a oficiald care a inclus o brosurd de
aproximativ 80 de pagini, intitulata Jessup Guide, reunind informatii despre competitie si
despre Facultatea de Drept, alaturi de interviuri cu fosti concurenti Jessup, membri ai Catedrei
de Drept International Public si reprezentanti ai echipelor care au reprezentat Romania in
editiile 2022 si 2023 ale concursului. In ansamblu, organizarea a urmdrit nu doar buna
desfasurare a rundelor, ci si crearea unei experiente unitare, coerente si memorabile, la
inaltimea reputatiei Jessup.

Organizarea acestor runde a fost realizata de Roxanna Nazari, reprezentanta ILSA (International
Law Students Association - organizatorul Jessup) si, din partea Facultatii de Drept a Universitatii
din Bucuresti, de domnisoara Maria-Ruxandra Bodea, fosta participanta in cadrul concursului
si castigatoare a distinctiei de Top Oralist in cadrul rundelor internationale din 2021 si 2022. De
asemenea, organizarea a fost insotita de ajutorul Asociatiei Studentilor in Drept si a voluntarilor,
ale caror eforturi au reusit si garanteze buna desfasurare a concursului. In special, studentii din
cadrul grupei 312 s-au implicat in mod activ in coordonare: Alexandra Supiala, Smaranda
Durac, Alexandra Motoi, Raluca Vlasceanu si Onur Amet.



Pentru organizarea acestor runde domnisoara Maria-Ruxandra Bodea a primit, in cadrul
ceremoniei de decernare a premiilor, o distinctie speciala evidentiind eforturile depuse pentru
organizarea concursului.
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Sponsorii evenimentului, fara de care desfasurarea in conditii optime a Rundelor Europene ale
concursului Jessup nu ar fi fost posibila, au fost ADREM, BENTO si STOICA & ASOCIATII, a caror
contributie a asigurat acoperirea necesitatilor logistice esentiale si a permis organizarea
competitiei la standardele pe care le presupune un eveniment international de aceasta
anvergura. Prin sprijinul lor, a fost posibila sustinerea componentei de ospitalitate, realizarea
materialelor oficiale si crearea unui cadru coerent, profesionist si primitor pentru participanti si
judecatori, consolidand, totodata, legatura dintre mediul academic si comunitatea juridica si
profesionald care investeste in formarea viitoarei generatii de juristi.

De asemenea, organizarea concursului nu ar fi fost posibila fara sprijinul conducerii Facultatii,
respectiva domnului prodecan Paul Pop si a domnului prodecan Dragos Costescu.

in final, despre concurs, preludm o parte din interviul luat organizatoarei Maria-Ruxandra
Bodea, intrebata fiind despre importanta concursului:

,,Two points, one practical, one substantive. Starting with the practical, the Jessup is, in my view,
the closest thing you can get in law school to real-world legal practice. It is not an exercise where
there is a clean, model answer hidden somewhere in the back of a book. You work with an
incomplete record, unclear facts, and legal sources that do not line up neatly. The outcome does
not depend on whether you have found “the” correct interpretation of the law in the abstract.

What matters, what actually decides outcomes, is how you build the case and how you deliver
it. How you structure your theory so it can survive questions. How you choose what to concede
and what to fight for. How you keep your composure when a judge cuts you off mid-sentence.
How quickly you read the bench. Are they textual, policy-driven, skeptical, impatient, detail-
obsessed, big-picture? Do they want authorities, consequences, or a straight answer? Jessup
trains exactly that, advocacy as judgment under pressure. It teaches you that the courtroom is
not only about law, it is about persuasion, clarity, and adaptation, the ability to meet the judge
in front of you, not the judge you rehearsed for.

Law, in reality, is not a multiple-choice test. It is a dialogue. It is strategy. It is awareness. It is
the ability to identify what truly matters in a given context and to shape your pleadings
accordingly.

Turning to the substance, and specifically to the field at the heart of this competition, it is neither
new nor surprising to acknowledge that PIL has structural particularities that make it difficult to



view as a functioning system. Its limitations are well-known, and pointing them out is easy,
sometimes even intellectually satisfying. However, to stop at the conclusion that the system
doesn’t work is, ultimately, both valid and useless. It explains nothing, fixes nothing, and
certainly prepares no one for the realities it is meant to address.

We, as an international community, have agreed, at least in principle, that certain behaviours
are wrong. Take the use of force: we have collectively codified that it should be prohibited except
in narrow circumstances. And yet, we watch conflicts unfold in real time and see this rule
violated. lllegal under international law, still occurring. It is tempting to respond with despair,
or cynicism, or the comfortable dismissal that “international law doesn’t matter.” But the
existence of violations does not erase the value of the rule. Its core rationale remains essential.
We still care about it. We still rely on it. And, frankly, we still need it.

In the current context, | see participating in Jessup as both an act of defiance and an act of hope.
Defiance, because it is much easier to write off public international law as irredeemably flawed
and retreat into comfortable cynicism. Hope, because whether we like it or not, whether we
think it works or not, the realities it is meant to regulate, conflict, displacement, the
environment, basic human rights, are not going away. We still need a language, a framework,
and institutions to address them.

And we still need people willing to engage with that framework critically enough to reform it,
but stubborn enough not to abandon it. To become such a person, you need the baby-steps
first. Jessup is one of the baby-steps.”



